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Division of the General Staff, appointed for this purpose
by the then Minister for War. He did not think that these
conversations should be broken off. But he gave this
instruction, " Listen and say nothing/''
It was now up to the Hapsburgs to speak. The news-
papers published a long statement from the Austrian
Government on the 9th: c The conversations took place on
the 22nd and 23rd August, 1917. They were resumed in
January, 1918, at the behest of M. Clemenceau. . . /
Clemenceau answered, CA diluted lie still remains a
lie.'
On the 12th the French newspapers published a letter
from the Emperor of Austria to Prince Sixte de Bourbon,
his brother-in-law, which had been presented to the
President of the Republic on the 3ist March, 1917. It
read : * I beg of you to convey secretly and in confidence
to M. Poincare that I shall use all the means in my power
to satisfy the just claims of the French with regard to Alsace-
Lorraine. . . . We must work to prepare the ground of
understanding for a basis on which official pourparlers
may be entered into/
In the newspapers of the i4th the Austrian Govern-
ment declared,' The letter is a forgery/ which drew from
Clemenceau the celebrated reply,e There are some bad con-
sciences about/ ' The original document was transmitted
in the presence of M. Jules Cambon, General Secretary to
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, delegated for the purpose
by the Minister, to the President of the Republic, who with
the authority of the Prince conveyed a copy of it to the
President of the Council/
Clemenceau's reply went even further than these * bad
consciences/ We read, * Finding no way to save his face,
the Emperor Charles stammers like a man who has been
caught out. * . /
Before this new style : * Count C2ernin lied . . . there
are bad consciences about . . . stammers like a man who